
 S/PLI/T 
Ryan Scails & Emily Kendal Frey 

BACK/TALK 
June 2–19, 2016 in The Bronco Gallery 

 
 

Events (Tailgates)*  
Opening at First Thursday 
June 2, 6–8pm 
Near NW Flanders St & 9th Ave 
Portland, OR 
 
Sand Castle Festival 
Saturday, June 11, 8am–2pm 
On the beach 
Cannon Beach, OR 
 
Risk/Reward Festival of New Performance 
Saturday, June 17, 5:30–7:30pm 
Sunday, June 18, 3–5pm 
Near 1515 SW Morrison St. 
Portland, OR 
 
*tentative schedule, check Bronco Gallery Facebook page for updates and exact locations 
 

 

In partnership with The Bronco Gallery, S/PLI/T is pleased to announce BACK/TALK: an 
exhibition of five sculptural works by New York-based artist Ryan Scails, paired with five poems 
by Portland-based poet Emily Kendal Frey. Scails used the material language of physical labor 
as a platform for aesthetic representation. He explores anthropomorphic qualities of functional 
objects and their connections to the people who make and use them habitually. His playful 
sculptures use raw industrial materials like canvas, grommets, and fiberglass screen to extract 
narratives of monotony and myth through visual exploration of the worker’s relationship to their 
surroundings. 
 
Emily Kendal Frey responds to each of Scails’ sculptures with a poem, which are displayed 
alongside the sculptures and bound into a chapbook. Frey writes short, strange, and straight-
shooting poems. Her writing holds mystery and traces of absurdity in simple, honest 
compositions that parallel the sculptures. 
 
ABOUT THE ARTIST AND POET 
Ryan Scails lives in New York. His recent solo exhibitions include Object Lessons|Adaptive 
Research at High Desert Test Sites HQ (Yucca Valley, CA) and (Gardens) of Feeling and 
Fervor curated by No Home Gallery at Chinatown Soup (New York). He received his BFA from 
Cooper Union in 2014 and attended a residency at A-Z West in 2016 (Joshua Tree, CA) He is 



interested in the anthropomorphic qualities of functional objects and their connections to the 
people who make and use them habitually. 
 
Emily Kendal Frey lives in Portland, Oregon. She is the author of several chapbooks and 
chapbook collaborations, included FRANCES and THE NEW PLANET. THE GRIEF 
PERFORMANCE, her first full-length collection, won the Norma Farber First Book Award from 
The Poetry Society of America in 2012. Her second collection, SORROW ARROW, won the 
Oregon Book Award in 2015. 
 
ABOUT S/PLI/T 
S/PLI/T produces two-person exhibitions in established and alternative art venues and vacant 
spaces. By introducing emerging artists with conceptual depth and contemporary concerns to 
new viewers, S/PLI/T encourages artistic practice at a critical stage while inviting the community 
to connect around fresh and vital work. S/PLI/T encourages accessibility and cross-disciplinary 
engagement through interpretive materials, interviews, public events, and a published catalog.   
 
The name S/PLI/T describes a duality that is present in the two-person exhibitions and implies 
two pieces of a whole. We are interested in the dialogue that can take place in the space(split) 
between different art practices. 
 
S/PLI/T is co-directed by Sam Hopple and Taryn Wiens and is based in Portland, Oregon. 
 
ABOUT THE BRONCO GALLERY 
The Bronco Gallery is a small gallery based out of a 1991 Ford Bronco. Co-Founders Emily 
Wobb and Maggie Heath sought to give emerging artists yet another alternative venue in 
Portland, OR. But they didn't have a building, they had an SUV. 

 
Openings at the Bronco Gallery are tailgate parties celebrating events ranging from motocross 
rallies to art fairs. By presenting conceptual and contemporary art alongside a grill, Wobb and 
Heath intend to provide a modified experience to new and weathered art-viewers alike. 
 
### 
 
 
S/PLI/T 
splitprojects.weebly.com 
splitpdx@gmail.com 
(571) 334-4245 


